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Julia Aitken is a leading food writer,
editor and cookbook author with 
more than 25 years of experience. 
She writes, cooks and eats in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada, and her guests 
never cancel when she entertains.
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• Practical tips and kitchen wisdom appear
throughout

• “Make Ahead” information explains what can
be prepared in advance

• Refreshingly frank advice guides the way to 
a successful dinner party

• The “Dinner Party Survival Kit” and “The Prudent
Host’s Pantry” help you get organized

• Full-color photographs inspire and entice

Everyone wants to host the perfect party. But all too
often that means days of planning, hours of shopping
and a frenzy of last-minute preparation. The result is 
an exhausted cook who is unable to enjoy the event.
Here you’ll find over 125 recipes designed to deliver
maximum flavor with minimum effort. Using everyday
ingredients, you’ll be able to create a wide range of
impressive but easy entrées, sides and salads that are
sure to please. And the desserts are simply sublime!
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Impress your guests with these dishes:
Mushroom and Prosciutto Antipasto with
Walnuts,Thai-Roasted Shrimp, Roasted 
Red Pepper and Garlic Soup, Linguine with
Puttanesca Sauce, Molasses-Glazed Salmon
on Mesclun,The Ultimate Roast Chicken,
Foolproof Roast Beef, Apricot-Stuffed Leg 
of Lamb, Spanish Green Beans, Spiced Rice
and Lentil Pilaf, Blackberry-Peach Ruffle Pie,
Chocolate Terrine with Drunken Pineapple
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